
CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the City Clerk

Meeting of the North Adams City Council
Tuesday, July 26, 2022

7:30 PM

MINUTES

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers.

COUNCILORS PRESENT: Councilors Barbeau, Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Obasohan,
Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present.

A moment of silence was observed in honor of Dorothy Bosley. Following the Pledge of
Allegiance, the President called for approval of the minutes for the meeting of June 28, 2022. On
the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, the minutes were
approved with 8 yeas and I nay.

The President called for the hearing of visitors.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincey Street, addressed 11,986 saying that artistic crosswalks are
distracting to drivers and serve no purpose. He called for the Council to reject the item.

Without objection, the President moved 12,145 to the top of the agenda.

12,145 Communication from Council President Blackmer appointing Josh
Vallieres as the City Clerk for a term to expire January 28, 2025.

The President read the communication in to the record.

Councilor Blackmer reviewed the Search Committee went over 23 applications. They set up 7
interviews, of which one withdrew and one found another job. They had five interviews
scheduled, one of whom did not come to their interview. They interviewed four candidates, one
of whom withdrew after their interview. The committee unanimously voted to recommend
Acting Clerk Josh Vallieres.



Councilor 1-larpin acknowledged that Mr. Vallieres was doing a fine job, but thought that the
scope should be more in depth than it is. She also brought up the low salary, and thought that
such an important position regarding elections, explaining that she thought the position should be
reposted saying that the salary is negotiable based on experience.

Councilor Blacknier brought up the plethora of resignations and retirements of people leaving
the City/Town Clerk field post-2020, and that she had hoped someone from a smaller community
would want to move on to a larger one, but that hasn’t been the case. She also said that there
were two candidates with municipal experience, but none with the experience of managing a
City Clerk’s office. She offered the Search Committee members a chance to speak.

Councilor Oleskiewicz said that this was a lengthy process, and concluded that Mr. Vallieres was
the best candidate to fill the position. He said that he has been managing the office and knows
the processes. He also said that every applicant made mention that the pay played no part in their
decision.

Councilor Wilkinson echoed Councilor Oleskiewicz that it was a long process, and gave each
applicant the same questions. It was a formatted process where each member took notes, and he
found that some were good, some not so good, and Mr. Vallieres was the only one with some
experience. He said they were looking someone who was helpful, young, and eager to learn, and
believed Mr. Vallieres to be the person.

Councilor Barbeau questioned the process. She said that at the June 28 meeting they were going
to bring forward two of the top candidates to the Council. She maintained that it was nothing
against Mr. Vallieres, but wondered why this process was not followed. She also asked why
Councilor Blackmer did not recuse herself from the process, as she indicated may happen.

Councilor Blackmer said that several people that she knew reached out to her expressing interest
in the job but ended up being none of the applicants that came through. She also said that she
was not at the meeting where Councilor Wilkinson said that, but that historically they have
brought forward one candidate, they have voted, and then swear them in.

Councilor Wilkinson said the original goal was to bring forward two candidates, but that has not
been the case historically. He said that they could not rationally determine a second candidate to
bring forward because the candidates were not as strong as Mr. Vallieres.

Councilor Bona indicated that he saw both sides of the matter in that Mr. Vallieres did not have
years of office experience, but Mr. Vallieres has spent a decent amount of time learning more
about the duties of that particular office than someone with a different background of office
experience. He also said that it says a lot that he has spent this much time in the office and hasn’t
left yet.

Councilor Harpin said he could go to I Berkshire.

Councilor Blackmer said that was uncalled for.



Councilor Bona resumed in saying that he supports filling the position without delay, as the

office needs to move on filling the Assistant City Clerk position. He said to Acting Clerk

Vallieres that while you’ve learned the regular duties of the office, to understand the duties of

respecting the immense history that the vault contains. He said he was supporting Mr. Vallieres.

Councilor Sapienza said that he would be supporting Mr. Vallieres, and that was impressed with

his abilities and qualities.

Councilor Obasohan said that he supports the appointment of Mr. Vallieres as he is a quick

learner and he has been very helpful. He said that his concerns with the office are the amount of
people that have been going through this position. He also said that pay has been an important
part of the position, but there has been a decline in interest in municipal government.

Councilor Harpin said that her concern is that there is no one there to support or to train Mr.
Vallieres. She said there’s a lot to learn, and that members of the community have a high

standard of that office, and would not want Mr. Vallieres to be overwhelmed with the upcoming

election while learning a multitude of things. She asked Mayor Macksey about potential outside
support or the state coming in to assist.

Mayor Macksey indicated a former City Clerk is willing to work with Mr. Vallieres on Friday

afternoons and additional hours beyond that. A part time person is aiding in the Clerk’s Office
from another department. She wants to see an Assistant Clerk hired rather quickly. She wanted to
pause of the voter committee list to get more help and a more robust list put together. She said

many former employees don’t want to come back as they are burnt out from election reasons or
burnt out from nonsense.

Councilor Harpin believed that Mr. Vallieres is a wonderful person and that over time he could
do the job, but she felt that at that moment the city needed a strong and experienced City Clerk.
She said that other municipalities don’t always get the right applicant, and sometimes post it

again until they get the right candidate. She indicated that she cannot support this appointment.

Councilor Wilkinson said he was concerned with Councilor Harpin’s logic. Referencing the
election, he said that reposting the position would put the appointment far beyond the primary,

saying that the city would have an Assistant City Clerk, no City Clerk, and an election coming.

He said “it makes no sense other than you’ve got a bug up your a**”

Councilor Harpin made a point of order.

Councilor Blackmer said that Councilor Wilkinson’s comments were out of line.

Councilor Wilkinson apologized. He said there were two councilors constantly putting in
roadblocks for anything this Council tries to do. He said this Council needed to work together.

Councilor Oleskiewicz said that the arguments against the appointment were getting repetitive
and wanted to move the question.



Councilor Harpin said she wanted to respond to the accusation.

Councilor Wilkinson said there was no accusation, and he was giving her his opinion.

Councilor Blackmer asked Councilor Oleskiewicz if he wanted to move the question.

Councilor Harpin asked if she is going to be able to respond.

Councilor Blackmer said it was his opinion, and asked again if Councilor Harpin wanted to move
the question.

Councilor Wilkinson said he apologizes.

Councilor Blackmer said she couldn’t hear over Councilor Wilkinson.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, there was no second to move the question. The motion
failed by roll call vote, 3 yeas to 5 nays.

Councilor Wilkinson apologized if he was out of order, saying that he speaks his mind, but he
meant what he said.

Councilor Harpin said there were 9 people on the body that see things 9 different ways, and each
has the opportunity to state how they felt. She didn’t feel she was rude, and acknowledged how
much she appreciated Mr. Vallieres, and said she was entitled to her speak for the people she
represents. She reiterated that she wanted to see the position reposted and have the state come in
for assistance.

Councilor Blackmer said that she’s repeated the same thing several times, and asked if there was
anything new to add.

Councilor Barbeau said she was elected to ask a lot of questions, and that she would do so. She
said she was speaking for the 23 people that did not get this job, and that if the standard of what
was required is going to be reduced, then they get to reapply using those standards. She said five
years minimum in an office setting was required, and should be reposted to accommodate that
standard. She asked if any conflict of interest disclosures were filed by anyone on the Council or
the executive session.

Councilor Blackmer said there was no need to as she didn’t know anyone that applied other than
Mr. Vallieres as he was an internal candidate. Other than how she knew Mr. Vallieres from the
City Clerk’s office, she had no other relation to him.

Councilor Wilkinson said he didn’t either.

Councilor Oleskiewicz did not either, and said that he sat through the interviews with a clear
mind. He said that they went through 23 applicants, and he is not ready to sit through another
lengthy process again. He said that Mr. Vallieres does have experience in that office, and asked



why they were deliberating in the way they were. He said they all knew why the city was on its

fourth City Clerk in two terms, and that it is unprecedented.

Councilor Bona referenced Councilor Harpin’ s comments about the Council’s representing of

different ideas in the city, and said that when the vote likely goes through to confirm Mr.

Vallieres’ appointment, the members of City Council give him a chance and not put a target on

his back like has happened with the previous two City Clerks.

Councilor Oleskiewicz has said that he sees Mr. Vallieres level of dedication, in that he shows up

to work early and wants to make sure what he is doing is correct. He said that he sees the

willingness to learn, and that he is doing the job of two people.

On the motion of Councilor Wilkinson, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was VOTED by
roll call vote to accept the appointment of Mr. Vallieres. 6 yeas 2 nays, motion passes.

Mr. Vallieres was sworn in by Nicole Beverly, Town Clerk of Williamstown.

11,589-2 An ordinance amending Chapter 2, entitled Administration, Article 1, Sec

2-2.1- Reporting minutes of Boards and Commission.

The President indicated that this was passed to a second reading and published as required by
law.

Councilor Barbeau said that she is not able to attend every meeting that happens in the city, and

relies on meeting minutes to be informed. She said there is a committee that has turned in no
meeting minutes for a year. She said that people want to know what is happening, and feels she
has been ridiculed for asking for minutes.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was VOTED by
roll call vote to adopt the ordinance. 6 yeas 2 nays, motion passes.

11,986 Communication from Councilor Lamb to request a joint review of the

concept of artistic crosswalk installations by the Traffic Commission and

the Public Arts Commission.

Councilor Harpin made a point of order saying that the Council does not have a Councilor Lamb.

Councilor Blackmer said that he was a councilor when he proposed it, that Councilor Harpin can

make the point of order, but Councilor Blackmer disagrees.

Clerk Vallieres made a point of order noting that Councilor Blackmer skipped a page, and was

reading the wrong Council paper.

11,826 An ordinance amending the Revised Ordinances of the City of North

Adams regarding the various fees established in the City Code.



Councilor Bona said that there were two departments they are waiting on for some fines and
fees to go over, the Health Department and Building Department. He suggested at the previous
meeting that they move forward with those fees and fines without those departments, but that
Councilor Blackmer was going to communicate with them.

Councilor Blackmer indicated that she was unable to, and asked the mayor if there was any
insight.

Mayor Macksey clarified that Councilor Bona did not receive them, and Councilor Bona said
they have received nothing. Mayor Macksey said she’s on it.

Councilor Bona said he would have everything prepared for the next meeting whether he
received the information or not, and that if there were no updates from those departments, he
is going to ask that the Council move forward with what they have.

Mayor Macksey apologized, and said she was told that Councilor Bona received those. She said
she would have those to him.

Councilor Bona said he would need the information prior to the meeting this would be
scheduled for.

Councilor Bona rescinded a motion he made, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson to postpone to
the meeting of August 9, 2022.

Councilor Bona hoped that once they get the request of what they want updated, it would go to
the Finance Committee, approve it there, and put together the final report for the Council.

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Oleskiewicz, it was unanimously voted
to postpone to the meeting of August 23, 2022.

11,986 Communication from Councilor Lamb to request a joint review of the
concept of artistic crosswalk installations by the Traffic Commission and
the Public Arts Commission.

The President asked for an update from the Public Arts Commission.

Councilor Sapienza said that PAC member Anna Farrington will be preparing a letter to offer
remarks at the next Council meeting. He said the recommended action was that painting the
crosswalks violates the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control, and risks the possibility of losing



funding for highways and streets in the city. They are proposing that other alternatives near the
crosswalks be proposed, but there have been no firm ideas on that just yet.

Councilor Bona indicated that since the communication brought forward is about crosswalks,

and since that is not what is going to happen, he believed this communication should be filed
and recommended putting on a new agenda item for a representative of PAC to bring forward
other ideas.

On the motion of Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was unanimously moved

to file the communication.

12,146 Mayor’s communication #80 seeking confirmation of the list of election
wardens and inspectors for the term of September 1, 2022 through

August 31, 2023.

Mayor Macksey asked that this item be postponed as she wanted to go over the list with the list
further.

Councilor Harpin asked why it was on the agenda if Clerk Vallieres didn’t have a list.

Mayor Macksey said Clerk Vallieres put it on, and they weren’t ready to go forward with it.

Councilor Blackmer also said that in his defense he was out with Covid-19 when he put the
agenda item on, and wanted to get it on the agenda as it is better to have it on and have to
postpone than to go without.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Bona, it was unanimously voted
to postpone to the meeting of August 9, 2022.

Open Forum

Robert Smith, 163 North Street, was happy at the birth of his neighbor’s child, and that the
child was born in North Adams

Eric Wilson, 85 Eagle Street, said he was disappointed in Councilors Barbeau and Harpin, and
felt they were discriminating Clerk Vallieres for his age.

Mary Ann Abuisi, 55 Johnson Street, congratulated Clerk Vallieres on his appointment and
thought he was going to do a great job. She said to the opposing votes that when she was first
elected City Clerk she also had two nay votes, and that she was determined to prove to them
that she could do the job. She recommended Clerk Vallieres familiarize himself with the city



ordinances, and felt he was off to a great start. She also started very close to an election with a
recount, and felt the Council should put their confidence in Mr. Vallieres. She also thanked
Councilor Harpin for bringing up the Clerk’s salary, and said she would come in and help Mr.
Vallieres when needed.

Robert Cardimino, 173 East Quincey Street, was upset over painting sidewalks and crosswalks,
and said that they don’t maintain the crosswalks when they paint them. He didn’t believe that the
Public Arts Commission had jurisdiction over public property.

Mayor’s Updates

Mayor Macksey said that there were no bids for the Mohawk Theatre, and that despite
disappointment, they were going to try to figure out why there were no takers. She said the
may have priced it too high, but they were not going to give that building away. She saw the
excitement was there, but felt the timing may have been off.

Committee Reports

Hearing none.

Liaison Updates and Councilor’s Concerns

Councilor Sapienza noticed a lot of speeding, and asked citizens to obey the speed limit.

Councilor Oleskiewicz asked the mayor about the lack of maintenance in crosswalks that Mr.
Cardimino referenced. She said the crosswalk company would be coming the first week of
August, and would have them painted before the Downtown Celebration.

Councilor Bona asked the mayor for any news on the Downtown celebration, and she said
there are vendors and bands coming. August 10th, rain date August 11I. He complimented
Alexis Boutin about the Windsor Lake concerts and the Downtown Celebration, and said she is
doing a great job.

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was unanimously
voted to adjourn.


